PRESS RELEASE

Les Jardins d’Aywiers
Plant and Garden Festival
May 3rd, 4th & 5th 2019
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Rue de l’Abbaye, 14 – B 1380 Lasne – Tel +32 (0)2 633 20 21 – infos@aywiers – www.aywiers.be –

Coming from Belgium and abroad, the elite from the world of horticulture and botany will
be present at the former Cistercian abbey in Aywiers on May 3rd, 4th & 5th. Among the 200 garden
professionals: nursery owners, landscape architects, artists and artisans, specialist bookseller and
garden furniture designers gathered together in this magical and historic setting, lavishing
valuable tips and advices to visitors at each turn of the walk. They will help expert gardeners and
amateurs alike to pick up 1001 top tips for creating and embellishing their own green paradise.

Roots in the service of plants
In general, the parts of plants above ground are the subject of admiring comment. Far
more seldom do you hear someone going into ecstasies over their underground component: the
roots. Of course, all gardeners know that their condition determines the state of health of a plant,
and that many of them are both beautiful and delicious to eat.
Today, the work of scientists has shed further light on the close bond that unites the
components above and below ground. The root system plays a capital role; it anchors the plant,
absorbs water and minerals and stores nourishment. For this purpose, it joins forces with fungi
and bacteria in the soil. Substances are transmitted from tree to tree via the roots and affiliated
fungi, meaning that old trees can nurture younger ones by sending them food. Information also
circulates via the roots when foliage comes under attack. Plants therefore use their roots to
communicate. These thousands of underfoot connections form a plant-based network known as
the “Wood Wide Web”.
Whatever they may look like, these little-known underground components deserve a great
deal of tender loving care.

Sophie Collet created the design that will feature on all the documents this spring.
You can download the image on the Press section of our website.
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Events and activities
Luc Noël (the TV gardener): ”Le Jardin de demain” (The Garden of Tomorrow) - Talk in FR
(Saturday, 11am)
Marc Verhofstede (bioengineer, founder of HUMUS): “Les racines au service des plantes” (Roots
in the Service of Plants) – Talk in FR (Saturday, 3pm)
Anne Alexis (florist and decorator): “Trucs et astuces pour réussir de grands bouquets” (Tips and
Tricks for Large Bouquets) - Demonstration in FR (Sunday, 11am)
Dr. Grégory Sempo (PhD - biology): “(Re)donner vie à votre jardin grâce au lombricompost” (Put
(a new lease of) life into your garden with worm composting) – Talk in FR (Sunday, 3 pm)

What shouldn’t be missed
• “Coups de cœur” of the exhibiting nurserymen and gardening tips by our specialists MariePascale Vasseur and Marie-Noëlle Cruysmans, Coups de Cœur stand (all weekend).
• Guided tour of the old Aywiers abbey (meeting point in front of the castle)
(Saturday/Sunday 3pm).
• Organic compost workshops by Marc Verhofstede, Humus stand (Friday 1pm-3pm-5pm /
Saturday 11am-1pm-5pm / Sunday 11am-1pm-3pm-5pm).

For kids
• Creative workshops by « The Belgian Kids’ Fund for Pediatric Research » and « Kids’Care
the Human Touch » - Contribution to the benefit of the non-profit organisations.
(Saturday/Sunday all day)
• Tree climbing, Grimpe d’arbres.be stand (Saturday/Sunday all day : registration required at
the stand)
• Poney-back rides, La Ferme du Nil stand (Saturday/Sunday afternoons)
• Recycling workshop: Do your own insect hotel, Les Hôtels à Insectes stand
(Saturday/Sunday 3pm: registration required at the stand)
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Agenda:
• Friday, May 3rd from 12 pm to 6:30 pm
• Saturday, May 4th from 10 am to 6 pm
• Sunday, May 5th from 10 am to 6 pm

Tickets:
• Adults: 10 € online (www.aywiers.be), 12€ at the entrance
• Week-end bracelet: one admission + 2 €
• Children: free of charge up to age of 16
• Catering in the park
• “Wheelbarrow” service for purchases

For more information, please contact:
Patricia Limauge
Ancienne Abbaye d’Aywiers
Rue de l’Abbaye 14
B-1380 Lasne (Couture-St-Germain)
Tél: +32(0)2 633 20 21
infos@aywiers.be

You can also visit our website: www.aywiers.be.
You will find there a photo section and more detailed information about our festival!
Join us on Facebook and follow us on Instagram!

The next autumn Plant and Garden Festival will take place on
October 4th, 5th & 6th, 2019

We thank you very much for your valuable support and look forward to meeting you
in our gardens!
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